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Bethlehem Lutheran welcomes our members and guests to our worship service! Unable to join us in person?  Please find us on Facebook live. The service is also posted on our website; bethlehemlutheranaiken.org.  
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The Holy Trinity
May 31, 2026
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+ + + + + + + + + + + + + + + 

Our Policy and Practice Regarding Holy Communion
Hear the words of the Apostle Paul;
Anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.  -1 Cor.11:29 
Therefore, visitors are asked to please refrain from partaking of the Sacrament before speaking about this with the pastor; because we care about your spiritual well-being.
Also, because communing at this altar is a public confession that you agree with the doctrines of The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, and reject all contrary teachings.   	
Persons who are not communing today are always welcome to come forward during the distribution to receive an individual blessing; please cross your arms over your chest to indicate your desire for this.  Thank you!  
We commune in two alternating tables. The ushers will guide you. Non-alcoholic white wine is available in the center of the individual cup tray.  Please leave empty individual cups at the altar rail.


+ SERVICE OF PREPARATION +

(After the bell tolls, please observe a time of silence.)

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

(Stand)

507 HOLY, HOLY, HOLY	sts. 1–4
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826
Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823–76
Text and tune: Public domain



+ CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION +

(The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.)

INVOCATION	LSB 151
P	In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.

EXHORTATION	LSB 151
P	If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C	But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

(Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.)

CONFESSION OF SINS	LSB 151
P	Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C	Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

ABSOLUTION	LSB 151
P	Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C	Amen.



+ SERVICE OF THE WORD +

INTROIT	Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.*
	Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us.
I have set the Lord always be- | fore me;*
	because he is at my right hand, I shall not be | shaken.
Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being re- | joices;*
	my flesh also | dwells secure.
For you will not abandon my soul | to Sheol,*
	or let your holy one see cor- | ruption.
You make known to me the | path of life;*
	in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are pleasures for- | evermore.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
	and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
	is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided | Unity.*
	Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mer- | cy to us.

KYRIE	LSB 152
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THIS IS THE FEAST	LSB 155
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SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY	LSB 156
P	The Lord be with you.
C	And also with you.
 
P	Let us pray.
Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

(Sit)

OLD TESTAMENT READING	Genesis 1:1—2:4a
	1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters.
	3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
	6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.
	9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good.
	11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day.

(next page)


	14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth day.
	20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day.
	24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that it was good.
	26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”
27So God created man in his own image,
	in the image of God he created him;
	male and female he created them.

(next page)


	28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.
	1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it God rested from all his work that he had done in creation.
4These are the generations
of the heavens and the earth when they were created.
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL	Psalm 145:3, 5b, 6b
Great is the Lord, and greatly | to be praised,*
	and his greatness is un- | searchable.
On your wondrous works, I will | meditate,*
	and I will declare your | greatness.



SECOND READING	Acts 2:14a, 22–36
	14Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, . . .
	22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— 23this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. 24God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. 25For David says concerning him,
“‘I saw the Lord always before me,
	for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken;
26therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced;
	my flesh also will dwell in hope.
27For you will not abandon my soul to Hades,
	or let your Holy One see corruption.
28You have made known to me the paths of life;
	you will make me full of gladness with your presence.’
	29“Brothers, I may say to you with confidence about the patriarch David that he both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Being therefore a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would set one of his descendants on his throne, 31he foresaw and spoke about the resurrection of the Christ, that he was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh see corruption. 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that we all are witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you yourselves are seeing and hearing. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself says,
“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
	35until I make your enemies your footstool.’
36Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”
 
P	This is the Word of the Lord.
C	Thanks be to God.

(Stand)


ALLELUIA AND VERSE	LSB 156
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

HOLY GOSPEL	Matthew 28:16–20
P	The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter.
 
[image: Image]
 
	16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. 17And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. 18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”
 
P	This is the Gospel of the Lord.
 
[image: Image]
 

(Sit)


822 ALLELUIA! LET PRAISES RING
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: Geistreiches Gesang-Buch, 1698, Darmstadt; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON and ATHANASIAN CREED	LSB 319

(Stand)



SHARING OF THE PEACE

(The people may greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, “Peace be with you,” as a sign of reconciliation and of the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace (Matt. 5:22–24; Eph. 4:1–3).)

(Sit)

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

OFFERING

(As a part of our expression of thanksgiving to God for the treasure of His salvation to us, we offer a portion of our treasure, according to what each has determined in their heart to give. Please place offerings in the collection plate at the back of the sanctuary before or after the service. Offerings can also be sent to Bethlehem Lutheran Church via U.S. Mail. Thank you!)

(Stand)

OFFERTORY	LSB 159
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+ SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT +

PREFACE	LSB 160
[image: Image]
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PROPER PREFACE (ABBREVIATED)	LSB 161
P	It is truly good, right, and salutary . . . evermore praising You and saying:



SANCTUS	LSB 161
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING	LSB 161
P	Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth...
,... with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER	LSB 162
P	Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C	Our Father who art in heaven,
     hallowed be Thy name,
     Thy kingdom come,
     Thy will be done on earth
          as it is in heaven;
     give us this day our daily bread;
     and forgive us our trespasses
          as we forgive those
          who trespass against us;
     and lead us not into temptation,
     but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD	LSB 162


PAX DOMINI	LSB 163
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

AGNUS DEI	LSB 163
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

(Sit)

DISTRIBUTION

(The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to those who are unable to come to the altar. The ushers will then direct all other communicants to the altar.)



821 ALLELUIA! SING TO JESUS
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
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[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98, alt.
Tune: Rowland H. Prichard, 1811–87
Text and tune: Public domain

INSTRUMENTAL



(Stand)

THANK THE LORD	LSB 164
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT	LSB 166
P	Let us pray.
 ...through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C	Amen.

BENEDICTION	LSB 166
[image: Image]
[image: Image]


506 GLORY BE TO GOD THE FATHER
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
[image: Image]
Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808–89
Tune: Walter G. Whinfield, 1865–1919
Text and tune: Public domain
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2026 Concordia Publishing House.
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Thank the Lord and sing His praise; tell ev-ry-one what He has done.
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Let all who seek the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear His name.
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He re-calls His prom-is - es and leads His peo-ple forth in joy




image64.png
| | I —

f)
.

)

G 7 e . * Ee————
ANV I A R iill [ | |
IN

| | ~—~—¢

P | |
with shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le -lu - ia, al-le-1Iu

ia.
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Cast - ing down their gold - en crowns a-round the glass-y

Though the

eye

ing our song shall rise to Thee;
sea;
man Thy glo - ry may not see,
All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and sea.
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[P} The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you

and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and "I+ give you peace.
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be to God the Fa-ther, Glo - ry be to

be to Him who loved us, Washed us from each

to the King of an - gels, Glo - ry to the
bless -ing, praise e - ter - nal! Thus the choir of
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God the Son, Glo -ry be to God the Spir - it:
spot and stain; Glo -ry be to Him  who bought us,
Church’s  King, Glo -ry to the King of na - tions;
an - gels sings; Hon - or, rich -es, powr, do - min - 1ion!
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Great Je - ho - wvah, Three n One! Glo - ry,
Made  us kings  with Him to reign! Glo - ry,
Heav’n and  earth, your  prais - es bring! Glo - ry,
Thus 1ts praise  cre a tion  brings. Glo - ry,
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glo - ry While e - ter - nal a ges run!
glo - ry To the Lamb that  once was slain!
glo - ry To the King of glo - 1y sing!
glo - ry, Glo - ry to the King of kings!
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Ho - 1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - ci - ful and might - y!
Cher - u - bim and ser - a-phim fall - 1ng down be - fore Thee,
On - ly Thou art ho - ly; there 1Is none be - side Thee,

Ho - 1ly, ho-1ly, ho - ly, mer - c1 - ful and might - y!
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God in three per - sons, bless -ed Trin - 1 - ty!
Which  wert and art and ev - er - more shalt be.
Per - fect in  pow', in love, and pu - 11 - ty.

God In three  per - sons, bless-ed Trin - 1 - ty!




