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	We know that Christ has been raised from the dead. We know that, through him, our sins are forgiven, and we have eternal life. Because of Jesus Christ, we have been made right with God, and call upon him as our Father.
 We know that heaven is our home, and that, meanwhile, we are just waiting for Christ’s return to usher us into the new, eternal creation.
 St. Peter reminds us that, if this is, in fact, our faith, then it ought to be reflected in our outlook, and in the way that we conduct ourselves while we’re waiting. 
17If you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one’s deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile…
Conduct yourselves with fear; this is not fear in the sense of foreboding or terror.  St. Peter, in this sense of the word, means conduct yourselves with reverence toward God.


 We know what pleases God our Father, and what does not. His law is written in our hearts, and we know when our hearts and our hands have not been exercised in that which is reverent, but instead, sinful.
 Our Father’s holy word convicts us of our guilt, our sin, whenever we trespass against him, which happens, pretty much, all the time.
 Our trespasses against God inevitably involve trespasses against other people; because sin is self-centered, and that doesn’t leave any room to consider the welfare of others, whereas God’s love is all about our welfare, as demonstrated in Christ coming to us in order to redeem us from Satan’s grasp. 
St. Peter reminds us that such is the love of Christ for you, that it was nothing less than his most holy and precious Blood that has ransomed you from sin, its idolatries, and from the torments of hell, to which sin ultimately leads us.
 Faith in this gospel, this good news, ought to inspire a life that is centered in thankfulness toward God, and love toward each other. But, this side of heaven, our faith is never perfect.
Godly fear, that is, reverence toward God, through faith in Jesus Christ, must be constantly fed by means of God’s holy word. 
We must hear the same message of law and gospel, sin and salvation, heaven and hell, over and over again, for our entire earthly life, because our faith is not perfect, and we quickly forget. 
Life in this fallen world is a wilderness wandering; St. Peter refers to it as our time of exile. This world of constant change and uncertainty draws us into that other type of fear; fear of the unknown. 
 The world, the devil, and our own sinful nature, conspire to aggravate those areas where our imperfect faith provides a place to attack, and create that foreboding, worry, and terror, that causes us to regress, turn in on ourselves, and turn back to our idols, whatever they may be. In doing so, we sin against God, and we sin against each other. 
It really is a spiritual warfare that we’re fighting, and Satan’s strategy is to divide and conquer. Therefore, we must constantly remind ourselves, and each other, through God’s word, that our faith and our hope is not in anyone, or in anything in this sinful world, which is passing away. 
Our faith and our hope is in God, our Father, who loves us, and sent his only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, who, through his atoning death and resurrection, has ransomed us from sin and Satan, and has made us God’s beloved children again.  
We must remind ourselves that it is God who is in control, and we must commend all things to him, knowing his gospel promises to us. 
This is my final service and sermon as your pastor. The Lord has called me to another corner of his harvest field, and I must go. 
 This is a time when your faith will be tested, and refined, and strengthened. You must be constantly in prayer and in the word. I encourage you to remember that you are a family in Christ; you must support each other.
Having walked with other parishes through pastoral vacancies as a Circuit Visitor, I encourage you to follow the established vacancy and calling process; take your time; pray; and remember that it is Christ’s church, he is with you, and he already has things taken care of. 


You know this, and I know this, for the word of the Lord clearly proclaims these things. The word of the Lord remains forever; And this word is the good news that was preached to you. Amen. 
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