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Joseph and Mary were devout Jews living in the time of the temple in Jerusalem. The temple was God’s house; in fact, at one time, the presence of God, in the form of a pillar of smoke over the ark of the covenant, actually dwelt in the Jerusalem temple. 
That alone is an amazing thing to consider; that God was present with His people, in His temple, though none could approach but the High Priest, at an appointed time, once each year, with the blood of the sin offering. 
In Joseph and Mary’s day, the temple was still central to the worship life of God’s people. Though God’s visible presence was no longer there, it was the place where sacrifices to God were made, in particular, the Passover offering of a lamb without blemish.
 Despite the hazards and difficulties of travel; and likely by walking, Joseph and Mary faithfully came to Jerusalem for the Passover every year. 


But this time, panic ensued, as their twelve-year old son was missing. On the way back home, they discovered that he wasn’t where they assumed him to be, and so, they returned to Jerusalem, and frantically searched for Jesus. 
Had Joseph and Mary fully understood that Jesus is Immanuel; God with us, then they would have known that there was really only one place that he would have been. 
Where else would God be, but present in his temple. Thus, Jesus’ question to them; “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
 Jesus, from His conception, was always the Messiah; perfectly God, and perfectly man. Even in childhood, Jesus was fully aware of who he is, and of his purpose for coming in the flesh, even though nobody else, not even Mary His mother, and Joseph his father, fully understood these things at the time.  

  Dwelling there in the temple, discussing the holy Scriptures, the very words about Himself, with the experts in the Scriptures, Jesus was fully aware that he was the Messiah; the only begotten Son of God, who had come to save mankind from their sins.
This was not the first time that God had returned to his temple; Joseph and Mary brought Him there as an infant to be dedicated to the Lord. Nor would it be the last time; Jesus would return to the temple multiple times during His earthly ministry. 
In one incident there, when He chased out the people who had turned the temple grounds into a market place, the authorities demanded a sign from Him that He was the Messiah. Jesus replied; “Destroy this temple, and in three days, I will raise it up again.” 


  With Jesus’ birth, the temple of God was now the Person of Jesus Christ. Jesus was fully aware that He Himself would carry all of our sins to the cross, where He would pay for every single one of them, with His own life, and with every drop of His own blood. 
 The full revelation of Immanuel, God with us, would become apparent with Jesus’ resurrection from the dead, and His ascension back to heaven. 
But where do we seek God today? When life has us wondering “Where is God in all of this?”, where do we look?                                                                                                      	          How fortunate we are today that we no longer must journey to Jerusalem, and to a temple, in order to interact with God.
 Nor must we flock to some location where we heard that Jesus is, or where He is headed, like the crowds that followed Him during His earthly ministry.
 Today, Jesus Christ is most certainly still Immanuel; God with us. He remains present with us in His word, in His Sacraments, and in you who believe. 
Gods’ people gather together here, and in many other churches, because that is where the word and the sacraments are present.                                                                                        	          In fact, Christians are called to seek out, and gather together, where God’s word is properly taught, and His sacraments, that is, baptism and the Lord’s Supper, are properly administered, according to Christ’s institution.
 It is God’s word and His sacraments that work and strengthen faith within us, and bring the Holy Spirit, who grants us insight and wisdom to discern the truth from error. 
We gather regularly around word and sacrament in order to grow and mature in the Christian faith, and to receive, once again, Christ’s forgiveness for our sins; those many places where we have fallen short of His perfect will, and to be strengthened and encouraged to go back out there, and keep living our lives in the faith that God loves us, and He is with us.  
 The spirit of Christ within you means that, wherever two or more Christians are, there is Christ Himself; Immanuel, present in the midst of them. In fact, You, dear Christian, bear Christ with you wherever you go, and He is taking care of others through you, and your unique gifts. 


Therefore, we confess that Christ is also present outside of the church. He is present in a father’s guidance, and in a mother’s nurture; He is present in a judge’s wisdom, and in a nurse’s compassion. He is present in a teacher’s patience, and in a student’s attentiveness.
 In fact, Christ is present among us in every good and godly vocation, especially as Christians apply themselves in those vocations. 
Still, we are not perfect; and just as constantly as we sainted sinners fail to be perfectly faithful, Christ is constantly present with His holy absolution; for He has already crucified your sins upon His cross; they are gone, and you are free.
Whenever you lose sight of Jesus, remember; He is not the one who has wandered off. Return to Him where He is; in His word, in His sacraments, and in the mutual encouragement and counsel of your fellow Christians. 
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