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	READING: THE BETRAYAL AND ARREST OF JESUS	John 18:1–11
	
HOMILY; the betrayal and arrest of Jesus  JOHN 18:1-11
They came expecting a fight. They came to apprehend a dangerous and determined insurrectionist, and they expected armed resistance. But Jesus was no insurrectionist.
 They were shocked when Jesus voluntarily presented himself to them.  Only Peter made good on his promise that he would fight it out to the bitter end before he’d let anything happen to Jesus; but Jesus rebuked him for drawing blood.
 There was no attempt to hide; Jesus and his disciples were gathered where they had always gathered in the past. There was no pursuit; Jesus bid the arresting party to take him, and not bother the others.


 There was no fight; for Jesus’ fight was not against flesh and blood, or any earthly kingdom, but against the powers of darkness; against the demonic enemies of God and man.  As it had been ordained from eternity, this fight would be taken to the cross. 
(LSB 547 The Lamb)
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READING:  JESUS BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST, AND PETER'S DENIAL                   John 18:12–27
	
HOMILY; Jesus before the High Priest and Peter’s denial  JOHN 18:12-27
With Jesus’ arrest, the disciples fled from the garden. Only Peter and John dared follow the arresting party. John was connected; he knew people, and so, he gained easy entry into the High Priest’s residence.
 He was known to be a disciple of Jesus, and probably was chided for it from friends, relatives and acquaintances. 
Still, he, who was always particularly close to Jesus, at a loss for what else to do, tried to at least stay close to his friend.
 Peter was admitted inside only because he was with John, and thus, was also identified as one of Jesus’ disciples.  


 But Peter, who had vowed absolute loyalty to Jesus, would, as Jesus had told him, deny him; not once; not twice; but three times.
 How often do we, under pressure from the world, deny our Lord? How often afterward have we been cut to the heart, knowing that, where we could have stood as a witness to the truth, we instead fell back into the shadows, for fear of suffering for the Name of Jesus? 
 How much darker that night had become for Peter; the chill of the night air was nothing compared to the chilling realization of what he had done.
 Even though Peter failed Jesus, Jesus would not fail him. Jesus’ atoning blood would cover the sins of Peter, and of all mankind, that whoever repents and believes in him would not be lost, but have eternal life. 
Such is the love of God; that though we fail him, he does not fail us, but he faithfully works out our salvation. 

(LSB 440 Jesus I Will Ponder Now)
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 READING: JESUS BEFORE PILATE	John 18:28–40


HOMILY; Jesus before Pilate JOHN 18:28-40
The Jewish authorities’ hypocrisy was blatant as they dealt with Jesus. Everything that they did violated every tenant of Judaic court procedure, beginning with the fact that it was forbidden to conduct a trial at night, or on the eve of a Sabbath, or festival, nor was it permitted to arrest someone at night for a capital offense.
  Add to that the fact that the leaders actually arranged for false witnesses to testify, which actually wound up backfiring on them. 
They declared Jesus guilty of blasphemy, because he proclaimed that he was the Messiah; the Son of God. This would have been blasphemy; if it wasn’t true. 
Even more incredible is the fact that, though they refused to admit it, the Jewish authorities knew that it was true; they knew who Jesus is, but they were lost in their idolatry.  Jesus was a direct threat to the wealth and the power that they had acquired for themselves for generations. 

Of course, Pilate, the Roman governor, would not be concerned with religious matters; so the Jewish leaders twisted the truth to make Jesus look like he was challenging the Roman government; “This man claims to be a king.”
 This is a charge that was worth the Roman governor investigating; an insurrectionist would not be tolerated. Once again, Jesus’ kingdom is not of this world. Pilate, having examined Jesus, would have set him free, but the Jews wouldn’t have it.
 Instead, they called for the release of a murderer; even as they themselves had conspired to commit murder. Eventually, Pilate gave in to their demands. 

(The third candle is extinguished) 

READING: JESUS FLOGGED, MOCKED, AND SENTENCED TO DEATH
      John 19:1–16
	


HOMILY; Jesus flogged, mocked, and sentenced to death  JOHN 19:1-16
Mocked and rejected by his own people, and mocked and rejected by Gentiles; the sin of all mankind has been placed upon Jesus.
Such is His love for us that, despite the pain, despite the anguish, despite the fact that He could have availed himself of his divine authority, and ended this horror at any time, Jesus willingly suffered it all, for the sake of your eternal soul.
 To Pilate, and to the Jewish authorities, life was cheap. People were mere pawns to be manipulated, even killed, in the furtherance of their agendas. 
But to Jesus, you are no pawn; you are his precious sheep, and he is the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. 

(LSB 438 A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth)   
(The fourth candle is extinguished)
READING: THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS	John 19:16–24
	

HOMILY; the crucifixion of Jesus JOHN 19:16-24
All that happened to Jesus, every detail, happened according to Scripture. In other words, just as the prophets had foretold. 
The prophecies regarding the suffering servant who would save us from sin, death and hell, and the events of Jesus’ life, suffering, death, and resurrection, line up with each other so precisely, that the Scripture is shown to be truly divinely inspired, and Jesus is shown to be truly the Messiah, the King of the Jews, as Pilate’s official charge inadvertently confessed, and as the Jewish leaders continued to reject. 
Jesus Christ is King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. But, only through the eyes of faith could we know this.  For his coronation was with a crown of thorns; his ascension, not to a throne, but to a cross; and his kingdom has been established; not for a time, but for eternity. 

(LSB 451 Stricken, Smitten, And Afflicted)
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	READING:    JESUS' DEATH       John 19:25–30



HOMILY; Jesus’ death  JOHN 19:25-30
Even through the agony of the cross, Jesus attended to the last of his temporal obligations; arranging for the well-being of his mother, Mary, after his death, seeing that the apostle St. John would take her into his own household. 
Just so, we, his disciples, are not called to remove ourselves from the affairs of the world, but to engage the world as we live out our Christian faith. We are called to fulfill our responsibilities to our families, to our communities, and to the church.
 Life here is to be lived and enjoyed, always within the bounds of godliness. As long as you are here, in the world, you are his witness, walking by faith, seeking to reflect Christ in whatever we do. In this, we stumble; we fall short; we fail.


 We confess this; and our hope is renewed, and we are raised up again, in the glorious proclamation that our sins are forgiven. We know this because the judgment has been removed from our shoulders, and has been placed upon Jesus. 
He alone has fulfilled the sacrifice that has made us innocent before God; the Holy Spirit works within us faith in Jesus’ words; “It is finished ”. 

(LSB 425 When I Survey The Wondrous Cross)
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READING:   JESUS’ SIDE IS PIERCED           John 19:31–37

HOMILY;  Jesus’ side is pierced JOHN 19:31-37
When the crucified were just not dying fast enough for the authorities’ convenience, their legs would be broken. 
Unable to push themselves up against the spikes driven through their ankles in order to breathe, they soon suffocated; man’s cruelty knows no bounds. 
By this time, Joseph of Arimathea had requested custody of Jesus’ body, and Pilate was surprised to learn that Jesus was already dead. He wanted confirmation. 


So, the soldiers came from Pilate to break the legs of the criminals, and to confirm that Jesus was, in fact, dead. It certainly appeared so. But just to be sure, a soldier drove a spear through his chest. 
No soldier charged with guarding prisoners, and certainly no soldier overseeing an execution, would want to allow his prisoner to escape; for that error would require the soldier’s own life. 
They looked on him whom they pierced, and confirmed, that Jesus was most certainly dead.  The sacrifice for sin, once and for all, had been accomplished. 
 St. John writes his divinely inspired, eye witness account of that which happened, that there may be no doubt; for the sake of Jesus Christ crucified, your sins are forgiven. Repent and believe!

READING: THE BURIAL OF JESUS   John 19:38-42
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LSB 456 Were You There
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