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Palm Sunday; the Sunday of the Passion; a day that marks the triumphal entry of the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords. Jesus of Nazareth; the Messiah; the Christ, enters the arena for the final, winner-take-all, battle. 
The people assumed that the Messiah was coming to reign eternally from Jerusalem; that this was the final judgment day, and soon, Israel would be at rest. Only Jesus knew that he was marching to pain, suffering, and death; that every step brought him closer to the cross. 
A week that began with joyous shouts of Hosanna, and waving palm fronds, would end with an innocent man arrested, tried, and sentenced to be put to death in a most agonizing manner, by a judge and prosecutors who knew, the whole time, that the man was perfectly innocent. Meanwhile, another, known by all to be guilty, and deserving of a most miserable death, would be set free. 


A travesty of justice it is, that the innocent would suffer for the guilty, and the guilty be declared innocent. Our gospel text records the most widely known account of exactly that happening. 
Just as the events recorded in the Old Testament all foreshadow the salvation that was yet to come through God’s Anointed One, as well as the judgment that was to come upon those who refuse to repent, and will not believe, the events of Holy Week also foreshadow both mankind’s salvation, and the coming judgment, even as these events fulfill prophecy and are the source of our salvation.
All things work together for good to those who love God. Nowhere is this more clearly and dramatically demonstrated than in the holy Passion of Jesus Christ.  
Through faith and the holy Scriptures, we know the spiritual side of these events; events the sights and sounds of which would never, in a million years, be perceived by anyone, as the hand of God bringing eternal life and forgiveness to all mankind. 
 Here, God is completely hidden in the depths of betrayal, lies, corruption, sadistic depravity, and death.


 In all of this, the very people who had rejected the Messiah were being used, despite themselves, as God’s instruments, to fulfill the very plan for our salvation; the plan which God declared to Adam, and Eve, and Satan, after the Fall; that the Seed of the woman would bruise the serpent’s head, and the serpent would bruise His heel. At the appointed time, it has come to pass. 
The crowd screamed for Jesus’ crucifixion; cowardly Pilate, ever the politician, abandoned the cause of justice in favor of his own career path, while distancing himself from his own treachery, with a dramatic show of washing his hands; but the blood was still there; it always would be. 
“His blood be on us and on our children!” screamed the crowd; and so, it is. The Blood of Jesus is upon them. In fact, the Blood of Jesus is upon all of us, and upon all  our children. 


 Remember God’s words at the close of the Commandments; I the Lord your God am a jealous God, punishing the children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate Me, but showing love to a thousand generations of those who love me and keep My commandments.
 It is the Blood of Jesus Christ that makes it so. To those who reject Christ and his saving work, His blood marks them as guilty. But to those who repent and believe, His blood marks them as innocent. 
May the Lord’s Blood be upon us, and upon our children, as the cleansing flood that washes away all of our sin, that we may stand eternally in His presence, clothed in robes made white by that most holy and precious Blood. 
Even after Jesus died upon the cross, evil men continued to play right into God’s hands. Having confirmed that Jesus was dead, Pilate released the body to Joseph of Arimathea. 


The Jewish leaders arranged to have the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid to rest marked, sealed, and closely guarded. They figured that, three days later, they would make a great public spectacle of opening this tomb, and showing the world Jesus’ dead, decomposing body. Can you just hear God the Father chuckling at this the whole time? 
I can imagine the Lord saying “By all means, gentlemen! Do help to make certain that there is no doubt as to exactly where Jesus is buried.”
“Please, mark the tomb well, with an official seal, and have witnesses constantly present, day and night, to see everything that happens there.” 
As a result of their efforts, there can be no doubt that Jesus Christ died and was buried; and there can be no doubt that this same Jesus Christ is alive, resurrected from the dead! 
 Every argument to the contrary is laughable, because the very careful, deliberate efforts, that were intended to show Jesus dead and buried, served instead to document well the irrefutable fact that he is risen from the dead, and He is very much alive!  


Therefore, Jesus of Nazareth could only be who He clearly claimed to be; the Messiah; God in the flesh; our Savior, who has triumphed over sin, death and Satan for you.
   Now, all have been made righteous before God through Jesus’ Blood. All who believe this gospel have eternal life, and can look forward to Christ’s return, and  eternity in Paradise, with Him. 
In the fullness of time, when all had been made ready, an innocent man was arrested, tried, and sentenced to be put to death in a most agonizing manner, by a judge and prosecutors who knew, the whole time, that the man was perfectly innocent. Meanwhile, another, known by all to be guilty, and deserving of a most miserable death, was set free. This is the Gospel of the Lord.
 Praise be to Thee, O’ Christ. Amen.  
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