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Genesis 12:1–9

	The Lord called Abram to leave everything that he knew, and everyone that he knew, and to follow Him. Abram did not go alone; he took his own household with him, and he followed the Lord.
 Abram did not know where he was going, only that the Lord had promised him good things; amazing things. Abram believed the Lord; and so, he went.
 Of all of the people living at the time, why did God call Abram? He was no different from anyone else, and yet, God chose him.
 The Lord God told him to leave his father’s house; to leave whatever idols that they’d worshipped for generations, and the traditions in which he’d been raised, in order be the father of many nations. Abram believed the Lord; and so, he went.
 The Lord God led Abram to a land of promise, a place where, one day, his descendants would settle, and from those descendants would come, in due time, the Seed; the Son of promise, through whom Abram would be the great patriarch, the father of many nations. 
Could Abram have understood at the time that the Lord who had called him out from among a pagan people would Himself be that son of promise? Probably not. 
What we know is that it was only by the grace of God that, of all people, he called Abram. Abram believed God; and so, he went. 
Today, God calls all mankind to turn away from our idolatries, and follow the Lord to a land that he has prepared for us; the promised, eternal paradise. 
The new creation, freed from sin and death, where we shall live in true peace and harmony, with the Lord, forever. 
The grace of God calls all of us, because Jesus Christ the Lord has prepared the way for all of us, through His own suffering and death. His resurrection shows His promise to be true.
 To follow the Lord means leaving behind the world’s idols; often idols that our own families have worshipped for generations, and the traditions in which we were raised, in order to go where the Lord leads us as His disciples.


This is not easy; for the Christian faith often causes division and strife within households; it did for Abram, and it does for us too. The Christian journey is a journey marked by the cross, yet it is faith in the Lord God’s promises that keep us steadfast, and move us forward.
 The descendants of Abram, the father of many nations, have this in common with Abram; it is only by the grace of God that they have been called to follow Him; and they believed God; and so, they went. 
Why some believe, and not others, we don’t know. Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of promise, has come to save everyone, and through His word, He calls everyone to Himself; but not everyone believes.
 But all who do believe are the children of God, and Abram’s descendants; you possess eternal life through faith in God’s promises. Continue to believe in Jesus Christ, the Lord, and follow Him, and inherit the blessed promised land that He has prepared for you. Amen.  
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