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On that dreary, dark Friday when injustice and Satan’s deceptions reigned supreme, and all hope seemed lost in the Messiah’s death, Jesus’ body had been hastily laid in a tomb that was close by, because it was late in the afternoon; soon, the Sabbath would begin, when no work could be done.
 The Jewish Sabbath begins at sundown on Friday, and ends at sundown on Saturday. Just as soon as the new week began; just as soon as the Sabbath was over; at the first light of Sunday dawn, the women made their way to Jesus’ resting place. What did they expect? 
Would the guards give them trouble?  Would they, perhaps, be so kind as to roll away the stone for the women to add their embalming spices to the body; one final act of love?
  The guards had their orders; the tomb was to remain undisturbed, until the authorities came to open it, and show the world Jesus’ decaying remains, thus putting an end to the disruption that he had caused, once and for all.  
The stillness of that first Easter morning was broken by an earthquake as, like a flash of lightning, an angel from heaven appeared, and rolled back the stone to reveal a tomb that was… already empty! The guards fainted from terror.
 5But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay.
  The tomb that had been so carefully sealed and guarded, in order to confirm death’s victory, instead served to demonstrate death’s defeat. Jesus Christ is the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
 The Jews had demanded a sign; Jesus had said to them “Destroy this temple, and in three days, I will raise it up again.”  So, they called his bluff; and found that he was not bluffing. He is risen! He is risen indeed!
  Having seen for themselves, the women were sent to tell the disciples the good news. But it is not enough that the Lord should show them an empty tomb; as the women departed, there stood the risen Jesus before them saying to them “Greetings!”  In New Testament Greek, “Kairete.” a word that anchors the entire text. 

Kairete. The word means more than just “Hello!”  Kairete is an action word; although it is used as a common greeting, it literally means “rejoice.”  The risen Jesus meets the women and tells them “Rejoice!”
They certainly did; and we certainly do.  For the resurrection of Jesus from the dead is the objective evidence that he is the Son of God, who has, by his own innocent life, suffering and death, purchased and won us back from sin, from death, and from the power of the devil. 
Jesus’ resurrection changes everything. Truly, it is a new day. The saga began when Satan seduced Adam and Eve to sin, and paradise was lost.
 Now, it has come to pass that, by allowing that crafty serpent the devil to bruise his heel, Jesus has turned the tables, and crushed the serpent’s head.
 Satan is defeated. His time is short, and he knows it; and so, he’ll do anything and everything to lure you away from your salvation in Christ Jesus. Don’t be fooled; it’s over for Satan, and his minions. 


Because now, all who repent of their sin, and turn in faith to Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, possess for themselves what Jesus has given to all mankind; forgiveness; eternal life; heaven itself. 
 We deserve none of these blessings, but God is merciful. His desire is that none would be lost, but that all would be saved from eternal damnation, and the torments of hell.
 So, he sent his Son, Jesus, and he has done it; it is finished. Rejoice! Rejoice in the grace of God for you; rejoice in the fact that the separation between you and God the Father has been removed by Jesus Christ. 
He alone is the mediator who intercedes before the Father on your behalf. When you pray to God with faith in Jesus Christ, you are speaking directly to God, and he hears your prayers. What’s more, the Lord wants you to speak to him; he wants to hear your prayers; because he loves you.
 Rejoice! Because we’re just waiting for the full revelation of that which has already come to pass; the defeat of death and hell, and our entrance into paradise to be with the Lord forever.


 That day is coming, when this same Jesus, resurrected from the tomb, and ascended back to heaven, will visibly return, and the new, eternal creation will then be established, and all of the effects of sin will, finally, be no more.
 Easter is the dawn of a new day; a new reality. Kairete! Rejoice! For He is risen! He is risen indeed. Amen. 
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