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After Jesus’ death, imagine being with the eleven remaining men who had been with Jesus in the garden when he was arrested. Judas the betrayer has killed himself.
 The others have been holed up together behind locked doors, expecting a heavy knock on the door at any moment, announcing that the authorities had found them, and have come to round them up. Such has been their life since Jesus’ arrest and crucifixion. 
Now, three days later, Jesus’ tomb is discovered to be open and empty, and all day long, strange reports have been filtering back to them that Jesus is alive!  What to make of it all! 
Suddenly, standing there with them is Jesus, very much alive and well! The rumors and reports are true; He is risen from the dead! What joy!   


Our gospel text records; Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when they saw the Lord.  
The resurrected Jesus comes to them, in the midst of their darkest moment; in the midst of their deepest anguish and confusion, to declare peace; peace that only the living Lord can bring; peace in the very midst of their fears. 
Of the eleven remaining men, whom the Lord had personally called to follow him, only Thomas was absent when Jesus presented himself to them in that locked room.
  We often think of St. Thomas as the slow learner. 
Poor old doubting Thomas, who wouldn’t believe the other disciples’ report, unless and until he saw Jesus himself, and examined his wounds.
 But, let us remember; it was only after Jesus had shown to the others the glorified wounds from his crucifixion, that they, finally, believed that it was really him. 


Thomas desired only what the others had experienced. Jesus honored his request one week later, appearing again among them in that locked room, and inviting Thomas to take a look. 
28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
I’ll bet you never realized that you are mentioned in the Bible. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  There it is; Jesus is talking about you! 
It was necessary that the Twelve Apostles be eye witnesses to everything that Jesus said and did. Jesus called them for that very purpose; to be apostles; to be sent; to proclaim to all the world the gospel of the Lord. In fact, tradition has it that the apostle St. Thomas brought the gospel to India. 


The apostles believed because they were with Jesus, and believing, they were blessed. Though we do not, as of yet, see Jesus, we believe, and we are blessed. We believe on account of the apostles’ testimony, as found in the holy Scriptures. 
We are blessed with the same blessings as the apostles themselves; blessed with the peace of the Lord; peace that the world cannot give; peace that transcends our circumstances, and even time itself; for the peace that Jesus brings to us is eternal.  
Just as the resurrected Jesus is not bound by time or space, neither is the peace of the Lord bound by how your day, or even your life, is going. Because of Jesus Christ, you are reconciled to God. 
Your sins are no longer counted against you; in fact, they have been so perfectly and completely atoned for, by the sacrifice of Jesus upon the cross, that they’re erased from the record. 
Forgiveness of sins; salvation from the torments of hell; eternal life; these blessings have been given to all mankind through Jesus Christ. We make good on these blessings by believing.   


 These blessings are only apprehended; only made your own, through faith. Faith comes by the Holy Spirit, through God’s word, opening our eyes to the truth that anchors all other truths, and puts all of our hopes, and all of our fears, into their proper perspective. 
If God is for us, who can be against us? The cross; your baptism; the Lord’s Supper; these three pillars stand forever as your guarantee that God is for you. He loves you, and he arranges all things only for your good, and for the good of his entire church.  
Nothing prevents the Lord from coming to us and bringing us peace; not locked doors, not our darkest fears.  It is only a locked heart that refuses to believe, and commend everything to the Lord, that deprives us of that peace that can only come from him. 
Hear the account of St. John in our gospel text. Confess with St. Thomas; “My Lord and my God!”  Do not disbelieve, but believe; and believing, have life.
 May the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your heart and mind in Christ Jesus, the Lord, Amen. 
2

