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Having assumed upon himself in his baptism all of our sins; having become one with us, Jesus goes forth to do for mankind what we cannot do for ourselves. Jesus goes forth to victory where man has been defeated. 
It is the Holy Spirit who drives Jesus into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. The wilderness wandering of the Israelites foreshadowed this testing. 
For forty years in the wilderness, they failed, over and over again, while Jesus, tempted by Satan himself, defeats the tempter through perfect faithfulness. 
Like the Israelites, we also often succumb to our most keenly felt needs; our base desires.  A pang of hunger, and we must eat; now. Yet, how many restaurants to we pass until we find one that suits our taste?
  At home, how much time is spent deciding what to eat. We are blessed that we can be choosey. Out in the wilderness, there’s not a lot of choices.


  Jesus had not eaten anything for almost six weeks; and it is at just that moment that the devil comes. Satan is clever; he’s not going to pick a fight when you’re on top of your game, but temptations are awfully hard to resist when you’re tired, hungry, or lonely. Jesus in the wilderness, tired, hungry, and lonely, is a perfect target for Satan’s temptations. 
	How easy it would have been for Jesus to satisfy his physical needs. Truly, at his word, he could have turned the rocks into bread. But for our sakes, he remained without sin. 
“‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’”
	The Lord provides for all of our needs of both body and soul. Our lives do not revolve around things. Jesus would later teach that we need not worry about our physical needs, for the Lord already knows exactly what we truly need, and how best to provide. We must recognize instead that the most important, most basic need that we have, is God himself. 


 We need to be fed by his word in order to stay in the way of eternal life, and not drift off into satisfying only our fleshly desires.
 We know this; but how often does the flesh come first? How often do our cravings lead us into many sins? We hunger for food, but we also hunger for such things as the approval of friends and co-workers. 
 We hunger to tell someone exactly what we think, when what would really help is for us to simply listen to what they have to say.
 We hunger to be independent, when we need to let others use their gifts to minister to us in our time of need.  There is no shame in being the one who needs assistance; in this, the Lord reminds us that we’re not the ones in control, he is, and that he takes care of us through the abilities and the vocations of others.  
 Yet, when we are called to serve our neighbor according to our abilities, we often hunger to not be bothered.
 Truly, we are all given to fulfill our cravings rather than center our lives on God’s word, where he shows us both our need, and his own fulfillment of them.  
Where we have fallen short in living by the word of God because we have instead lived to satisfy our cravings, Jesus Christ has been tempted in every way, and remained perfectly faithful to God the Father. 
Because Jesus has been perfectly faithful to the Father on our behalf, our lives are now hidden in Jesus’ life. When Satan, that tempter and accuser, comes to us with the record of all of our sins, the gospel says that we can point to Jesus; to his life, and his death, for us, and tell Satan “be gone.” 
Having assumed upon himself in his baptism all of our sins; having become one with us, Jesus went forth to do for mankind what we cannot do for ourselves. Jesus went forth to victory where man had been defeated. 
Having united you to himself in your baptism, Jesus’ victory over sin, death and Satan is now your victory, which cannot be taken from you. Our greatest need is the salvation that he has given to us. Embrace it by faith, and give thanks to God. Amen. 
2

