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Today is the last day of the year. We know this; the world knows this. We knew when the last day of 2025 was going to be, and we know that 2026 officially arrives at the stroke of midnight. 
It would be a very foolish thing to be unprepared for the arrival of the new year. After all, you’ve had plenty of time, an entire year, in fact, to get ready. How could someone wake up tomorrow and be shocked to find that it is now 2026? 
 Much more significant than the arrival of the new year is the visible return of Jesus Christ from heaven; for His arrival means the end of the world, and the beginning of eternity. For those who are ready, this will be more joyful, and more glorious, than we could possibly imagine. 
But, for the vast majority of mankind, the moment of Jesus’ return will be more terrifying than anyone could possibly imagine; because they are not ready. They are not ready, because they do not believe. 
Fallen mankind remains deaf and disinterested to the proclamation that has gone out to all the world, and continues to go out; that Christ has come; that He has redeemed all mankind; and that He is coming again to judge the living and the dead. 
 His coming again in judgment is the only thing in God’s revelation to mankind that hasn’t happened yet; and when Judgment Day arrives, who among mankind will be ready? Will you be ready?
 One other point that we must also remember is that, in the meantime, while we await our Lord’s return, the sting of death also comes at an hour that we do not expect.
 At death, the soul is immediately in its eternal place; for those who are ready, in heaven with the Lord. For those who are not ready, in the torments of hell. At Christ’s return, the resurrected body joins the soul in its eternal place. 
Whether we die, or whether we’re here for Christ’s return, either way, Judgment day is coming for each one of us, and at an hour that you do not expect. Are you ready? 


Is your lamp burning? Are you dressed for action? If  you believe that your sins are forgiven for the sake of Jesus Christ, crucified, died and raised again from the dead, that saving faith is a brightly burning lamp.
 Baptism has dressed you in the robe of Christ’s own righteousness. Whoever believes and is baptized is ready to meet the Lord.
 Whether death calls you into His presence before His return, or the sky rolls back, and you see Him descending, you are ready for the Lord’s return.
  But Jesus Exhorts us to keep our lamps burning and to stay dressed. In other words, beware of complacency; beware of backsliding. It happens to all of us so easily. 
We forget that, at an hour that we don’t expect, it’s our judgment day; and who do we have to blame but ourselves, if we’ve neglected our spiritual well-being?  
If reading and study of the Bible has fallen by the wayside; if we come to church, maybe once or twice a year, if at all; if we never feel any need to partake of the Lord’s Supper, then, how brightly are our lamps actually burning?


 If we realize that we’re slipping into old sins like a familiar pair of shoes, and maybe even trying some new ones on for size, and that realization does not spur us to repentance, then, have we not thrown off the robe of Christ’s righteousness, and changed back into our old, soiled clothes? 
When that unexpected hour comes, and it will; are you ready?  Just as it would be very foolish to be taken by surprise by the arrival of the new year, it would be even more foolish to be taken by surprise when the Lord calls us to Himself. Unexpected as that hour will be, it’s not like we didn’t know. 
It’s not like we haven’t heard. The creation itself declares the glory of the Lord, and the gospel of the forgiveness of sins, and righteousness before God, on account of Jesus Christ, has been proclaimed unto all mankind for two-thousand and some odd years now, and counting. 
  Faith; belief in this one simple message, is a burning lamp that drives away the spiritual darkness, and baptism clothes you in the robe of Christ’s righteousness.
 Whoever believes and is baptized is ready for that unexpected hour; ready to joyfully receive the Lord. 
Don’t take your salvation for granted; through repentance for sin, and faith in Christ’s abundant forgiveness, stay dressed, and keep your lamp burning. 
Be in the word; be in the church; be with your Christian brothers and sisters; and you will remain ready to meet the Lord, and the dawn of a joyful eternity. Amen. 
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