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Isaiah 42:14-21

God sent his prophet, Isaiah, to the people to both warn them of the coming judgment unless they repent, and also to proclaim their coming redemption.
  As with all of the prophets of old, while Isaiah’s vision tells of things that would come to pass regarding God’s chosen people, those things are themselves ultimately illustrations of the work of salvation that God has accomplished for all mankind. 
God was very frustrated with Israel, his people, who were ordained to be witnesses to the world of the one true and living God; to call the nations to turn from their idols and turn to God for their salvation. 
Instead, Israel was drawn into all of the habits and idolatries of the Gentiles, and so, God sent them into exile. He allowed Gentile nations to be his instrument of punishment upon his disobedient children; not to completely annihilate them, but only to discipline them, and turn them back to him.
 For the sake of God’s promises, his chosen people would never be completely destroyed; for out of them would come the promise of salvation for all mankind. 
At his own appointed time, the Lord God brought his people back into the promised land. Though many would remain blind and deaf to God’s word. 
Though many would remain blind and deaf even to the preaching of the very Word of God made flesh, Jesus Christ, still, a faithful remnant would remain.
 They would be the first disciples; the first Christians, proclaiming that what God had long promised has come to pass; that he has brought us out of exile, out of the darkness of sin and death, and into the light of forgiveness and eternal life through his only begotten Son, Jesus of Nazareth, who is the promised Messiah.
 Jesus of Nazareth is all Israel in one man, in his earthly life faithfully living, faithfully witnessing, faithfully giving himself as the sacrificial sin offering, for you and me, and for all mankind. 


None of us is righteous; all of us fall short of God’s perfect law. Jesus Christ crucified is the image of the horror of our sin. He has made, through his sacrificial death, full atonement for our sin, and has made us right with God.
 Jesus Christ crucified is also the image of the salvation from death and hell that he has given to us. His resurrection from the dead shows that his sacrifice is accepted, and therefore, his work of salvation is completed. 
 May we, who are so very prone to wander into the darkness, never be blind and deaf to the love of God in Jesus Christ, but instead, always be turning back to him, and living in the light of his life. Amen.  
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